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Common Soil Erosion in Rice County
Wind Erosion                     Fix: Conservation Tillage and Cover Crops 



Common Soil Erosion in Rice County
Sheet Erosion                      Fix: Conservation Tillage and Cover Crops 



Common Soil Erosion in Rice County
Rill Erosion                         Fix: Conservation Tillage and Cover Crops 



Common Soil Erosion in Rice County

Gully Erosion

Fixes: 

1. Grassed Waterway

2. Conservation Tillage and 

Cover Crops

3. Water & Sediment 

Control Basin



Benefits of Cover Crops 

and Conservation Tillage

1. Reduces Compaction

2. Improved infiltration

3. Erosion Control

4. Weed Suppression

5. Grazing Potential

6. Increases Organic Matter

7. Living root holds onto nutrients 

(nitrogen)

8. Soil Biology increases



Cost

Cover Crops = $55/acre, for an 80-acre field 

$4,400 (includes seed cost, planting and 

termination)

Sediment basin = $4,000 

Grassed Waterway = $4,300 for a 1000 ft  

       grassed waterway

Strip Till Machine  =  $150,000 - $230,000 

(used) 

Cover Crop Interseeder = $15,000

Complete Change in Management: a lot of 

variables like the weather, planting method, 

termination method, societal pressure.

Barriers to Soil 

Conservation







Local Conservation Programs
• SWCDs- No-Till Drill, Cover Crop Incentives

• Cannon River Watershed Joint Powers 

Organization- Cover Crops, Conservation Tillage, 

Structural Conservation Practices

State Conservation Programs
• Ag Water Quality Certification Program- Cover 

Crops, Conservation tillage, Structural Conservation 

Practices

• State Cost Share- Structural Conservation Practices

• Best Management Practices Low Interest Loan 

Program- Loans for equipment, practices

Federal Conservation Programs
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program- Cover 

Crops, Conservation tillage, Structural Conservation 

Practices

• Conservation Stewardship Program- Cover Crops, 

Conservation tillage, Structural Conservation Practices

• Conservation Reserve Program- easement payments 

for taking Highly Erodible land out of production

Non-Profit Conservation 

Programs
• Clean River Partners- Cover Crops

• Practical Farmers of Iowa- Cover Crops

Private Conservation Programs
• Examples include Land o Lakes, Bayer, 

General Mills

• Carbon credits programs or pays premiums for 

grains that are organic or regeneratively produced



On Farm Visit

• Discuss conservation needs

• With you alone or with you and your renter

Soil & Water

Conservation Districts
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