
PARK THE PLOW
BENEFITS OF A NO-TILL NOVEMBER



WHO WE ARE 

• RICE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

• LOCALLY LED, SUBDIVISION OF STATE GOVERNMENT

• CANNON RIVER WATERSHED JOINT POWERS BOARD

• ENTITY COVERING THE WATERSHED AND MADE UP OF SWCD SUPERVISORS AND COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FROM RICE, STEELE, DAKOTA, GOODHUE, LE SUEUR, AND WASECA COUNTIES

• USDA NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

• FEDERAL PARTNER ASSISTING LOCAL CONSERVATION EFFORTS



From Ridge to River: Cleaning Up our Watershed 



1,460 mi2



WHY NOT PLOW?

• EROSION CONTROL

• IMPROVED WATER INFILTRATION

• LESS EXPENSES: FUEL, EQUIPMENT, TIME

• STUDIES HAVE CONSISTENTLY SHOWN NO YIELD ADVANTAGE ON TILLED SOYBEANS VS. NO-

TILL SOYBEANS

• PLANTING CORN NEXT YEAR?  IF YOU MUST TILL, WAIT UNTIL SPRING, AS THERE IS NO 

ADVANTAGE TO TILLING SOYBEAN STUBBLE



Common Soil Erosion in Rice County
Wind Erosion                             Fix: Conservation Tillage and Cover 

Crops 

Tillage  (Plowing)                            Conservation Tillage (Limited or no 

plowing)



Common Soil Erosion in Rice County
Sheet Erosion                            Fix: Conservation Tillage and Cover 

Crops 

Tillage  (Plowing)                            Conservation Tillage (Limited or no 

plowing)



• CLASSIC GULLY EROSION IN 

RICE COUNTY



Farmers

Protecting

Rice

Creek

Project



Water Sampling Stations

• 15 Drainage Tiles 

➢ 9 With Cover Crops

➢ 6 Without Cover Crops

➢ Nitrate Testing

• 2 Stream Locations

➢ N, P, TSS

Farmers Protecting Rice Creek

2020

Participating Farmers

• Gary Reuvers

• John Becker

• Tim Little

• Peter Little

• Phillip Little

• Charlie Albers

• John Thomas

• Don Malecha

• Chris Beider

• Mark Legvold

• Brian Peterson

• Jeff Johnson

Stations sampled every 2 

weeks April – November

2018, 2019 & 2020

Cover 

Crop 

Acres

# of 

Farmers

2018 870 9

2019 940 10

2020 1040 12

Slide by:





TILLAGE COSTS

• CHISEL PLOW  $19.75/ACRE

• FIELD CULTIVATOR $17.75/ACRE

 TOTAL $37.50/ACRE OR 2.7 BUSHELS SOYBEANS, 7.9 BUSHELS OF CORN

Factor in cost of equipment, time spent, etc.



UP NEXT: TIM LITTLE



PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

• FUNDING MAY VARY DEPENDING ON YOUR LOCATION

• YOUR LOCAL SWCD CAN REVIEW ALL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES WITH YOU AND HELP YOU 

CHOOSE WHAT WORKS FOR YOUR OPERATION



FUNDING FOR REDUCED TILLAGE
• WORKING THROUGH THE RICE SWCD, THE CANNON RIVER WATERSHED JPB OFFERS THE 

FOLLOWING:

• ROTATIONAL NO-TILL OR STRIP-TILL: $8 TO $18 PER ACRE PER YEAR DEPENDING ON LOCATION

• CONTINUOUS NO-TILL: $10 TO $20 PER ACRE PER YEAR DEPENDING ON LOCATION

• NOTE: THESE ARE 2022 RATES.  WE EXPECT RATES TO INCREASE IN 2024. 3 YEAR CONTRACTS

• RICE SWCD ANTICIPATES THAT FUNDING FOR REDUCED TILLAGE WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR 2024, AND 

SHOULD HAVE DETAILS BY MARCH.  

• USDA NRCS ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)

• THE EQIP PROGRAM WILL PAY YOU $16.84 TO $$36.11 PER ACRE FOR NO-TILL/STRIP-TILL. (MAY BE 

HIGHER FOR HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED INDIVIDUALS)  *2023 RATES



FUNDING FOR COVER CROPS

• RICE SWCD: RATES RANGE FROM $30 TO $45 PER ACRE, HOWEVER THEY MAY BE INCREASING 

FOR 2024.

• NRCS: EQIP RATES ARE $32.87 TO $41.10 PER ACRE.  *2023 RATES

• MN SOIL HEALTH COALITION: $10/ACRE ON TOP OF OTHER INCENTIVES

• USDA FSA: $5/ACRE REDUCTION IN CROP INSURANCE RATES

• CARBON MARKETS: MAY BE ABLE TO GET ADDITIONAL FUNDS THROUGH ONE OF MANY 

CARBON PROGRAMS 



OTHER PRACTICES

• STRUCTURAL PRACTICES: WATERWAYS, PONDS, SEDIMENT CONTROL BASINS, MANURE 

STORAGE

• LIVESTOCK FENCING, WATER SYSTEMS, ETC.

• MUCH MORE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE NRCS EQIP PROGRAM



THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING!
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